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TITLE: PROMOTIONAL STRATEGIES AND POLICIES FOR AGRO-ECOTOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF CHITWAN.

OBJECTIVES:
1. To study the strategies and policies for Agro-ecotourism development.
2. To prepare promotional strategies for Agro-ecotourism development in different parts of Chitwan.
3. To prepare promotional policies for Agro-ecotourism development in different parts of Chitwan

INTRODUCTION
Tourism and agriculture are two major components for socio-economic development of Nepal. Both the sectors are performing as major sources for the revenue generating industries with multiplier effects on the socio-economic development. Overall contribution to GDP by tourism and agriculture industries is significantly higher than other industries in the country. 
Agro-ecotourism refers to the traveling process to rural farming communities that strive to protect their natural and man-made resources by using eco-friendly agricultural practices which comprises of agriculture, ecosystem and tourism. Agro-ecotourism is the symbiotic association of farming sector, tourism industry and farm business. Agrotourism can be used to motivate and encourage farming
communities to raise their crops in an eco-friendly manner and to conserve the biodiversity of farms (Dangol and Ranabhat, 2007). 
Taking tourist into the paddy field at the time of transplanting and harvesting for the economic gain in the village is the example of Agro-ecotourism. Organic Village, Home stay, Organic restaurant, Flora and Fauna display center are the good examples of agro-ecotourism being developed in Nepal.
From agro-ecotourism, benefits can be linked to the individual farmer, the local community, and the tourism industry as a whole.

AGROECOTOURISM IN CHITWAN
Chitwan is the best destination with the huge flow of the domestic, national as well as international tourists. Different natural sites with flora, fauna, cultural diversity, wetlands and agricultural practices are luring the tourists and making a step toward the development of agroecotourism. The major agroectourism destination in Chitwan are given below:
a) Chitwan National Park 
Chitwan National Park, UNESCO enlisted World Heritage site is the primary park established in 1973 with an ecologically diverse area where more than 300 endangered species including one-horned rhinoceros is found. The far reaching are safeguards the glorious vegetation of Nepal's subtropical forests, 70% of which is embodied indigenous Sal forests. Underneath the Himalayas staying in the base of thick Gangetic plain and Chitwan National Park overflows with
these great looking trees, and additionally vines, air plants and creepers . Other than Sal Timberland, Chitwan boosts of water swamps and surging fields. (Chitwan tourism, 2011).

b) Fulbari, Chitwan 
Milk Collection Center, Rice mill, seed production center, upland and lowland fields, poultry farms, fishing farms, banana plantation, irrigation canals are the agro touristic sector found in Fulbari, Chitwan. 

c) Golaghat and Shivaghat as a Potential Sport Fishing Center
Golaghat and Shivaghat, the best place for fishing and enjoying the riverside. 
Golaghat where the river Narayani and the Rapti meets is famous forsunset viewing and night camps in beach can also be developed as sport fishing center and Shivaghat lies in the bank of Narayani which is famous for tasty fish locally
can be developed as a fishing recreational site. Narayani is rich in fish fauna with abundance of 108 fish species (Jha, 2014).

EXISTING POLICIES AND STRATEGIES IN NEPAL RELATED TO AGRO-ECOTOURISM
Different policies and strategies exist in Nepal which are given below:
1. Tourism Policy, 2009: Promotion of Nepal in global scenario as an attractive, secured destination by conserving and promoting natural, cultural and biological resources.
2. National Agriculture Policy, 2004: Improvement of degraded forests and natural water bodies for biodiversity conservation as well as utilization and development of agroforestry system.
3. Nepal Tourism Board Act, 1997: Development of tourism business while conserving and promoting natural and cultural heritage and environment of the country.
4. Agriculture Perspective Plan, 1995: Envisioning increasing agricultural productivity through the delivery of agricultural inputs and services.
5. Nepal-National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2014-2020): Preparation of a 35-year vision of conservation of biodiversity for sound and resilient ecosystems and national prosperity.



PROMOTIONAL STRATEGIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGROECOTOURISM IN CHITWAN
For the effective and efficient development of agroecotourism in Chitwan, there should be proper development of promotional strategies and should be implemented in an effective way with the involvement of public.
Some of the promotional strategies are highlighted below:
1. Ecosystem Services and Ecological Processes
· Promotion of forest conservation and restoration of degraded areas for sustaining ecosystem services including carbon sequestration.
· Conservation of watershed conservation for healthy ecosystem services.
2. Forest and Other Land Uses
· Management of plant species with non-timber forest product (NTFP)/medicinal and aromatic plant (MAP) values.
· Conservation of endemic, rare and threatened plant species, critical habitats for endemic species and habitat specialist.
· Promotion of organic farming and integrated pest management for the conservation of ecosystem and biodiversity.
3. Economic Prosperity
· Promotional of both innovative and traditional livelihood opportunities based on sustainable resource use, tourism, and green enterprise for economic prosperity, equity and social justice.
· Reducing climate change and natural disaster risks.

PROMOTIONAL POLICIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGROECOTOURISM IN CHITWAN
Policy guidance and policy support will make the effective development of agroecotourism. Policy integrating the industry of tourism and agribusiness is the utmost need for the socioeconomic development via the agroecotourism sector. Some of the promotional policies for the development of agroecotourism in Chitwan are given below:
1. The participation of the private sector will be encouraged to the maximum extent for development and diversification of tourism products in Chitwan districts.
2. Promotion of agroecotourism sites and destination of Chitwan will be done using Information and Communication Technologies.
3. Vacation Weekend celebration in farmers field will be focused.
4. Involvement of State, Provincial and local government will be carried out for the infrastructure development in agroecotourism sites.
5. Guidelines for operation of hotels and management with services will be prepared with coordination with Hotel’s union.
6. Linkages will be established between tourism and agro-based as well as cottage industries.
7. Existing tourism infrastructure and facilitates will be upgraded. Priority will be given to developing new tourist destinations, particularly in rural areas.
8. Competitive tourism promotional and marketing will be launched in tourist originating markets to establish Chitwan as a major tourist destination.
9. Tourist investment will be diversified and channelled for the creation and improvement of infrastructure in some new destination areas.
10.  The private sector will be motivated to make systematic and effective use of existing infrastructure in order to develop sightseeing packages of culture, religious along with agroecological sites in integrated fashion.
11.  National environment guidelines for tourism will be formulated and subsequently adopted to minimize adverse environmental impacts from tourism.
12.  Land with the high tourism potential under the ownership of the government will be leased out to private entrepreneurs for development of creating agriculture demonstration blocks.

CONCLUSION
Development of agroecotourism as a combined industry of agriculture business and tourism boosts the economic status of the country. Being an agriculture country, Nepal is the boon for agroecotourism. 
Chitwan with the high potential for the development of agroecotourism sector needs different promotional strategies and policies. Different policies and strategies need to be development with the involvement of Government, Private Sector, Environment activists, NGOs/INGOs for the development of agro-ecotourism development in Chitwan.
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